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THE RELATION OF THE CHRISTIAN STATE TO THE 
CATHOLIC CHURCH ACCORDING ‘TO THE 
PONTIFICALE ROMANUM 


In our own time. when questions have arisen about the necessity 
of the profession wt the Catholic tattle or the part ot a stste ur civil 
society composed ui Catholics, it is highly interesiing sul entieht- 
ening Lo turn to one ot the Churel’s oficial Frirgzical bowlks for 
miormation on this subject, The Pintifirvale Neiman, in is se- 
tion Je benedichiane cf corvnatione regix, contin puertiient and 
miportant teachwieg car chis mater. Fl slivwes, in ite dist siunelysis, 
that the Church expecis the Catholic suvereigu uf a Catholic nition 
to profess and to protect the Cathohe Fairly id fits capeciy as the 
head of the state. 

Vhe ceremony for the benediction and the coran.ition of a king 
is one of the sacramentals of the Church. ‘hus, although it cloes not 
conter sanctifying grace ex opere operate, nevertheless, by reason 
of the Church's prayers it ts definitely am apt saeans iar the ohtain- 
mg of that gift and of the graces necessary for his slate in lift hy 
the one who receives it. Furthermore, the instructions and the 
prayers incorporated into this ceremony offer us an unziyailed in- 
sight into the Chureh’s bigh and accurate concept af civil authority, 
its prerogatives aud its ditires. 

In the Pentificale Romanum the section on the benediction and 
the cunsccration of kings comes immedtately after that which deals 
with the henediction and the consecration of nuns. The Church, 
properly enough, chooses to deal first with those whose lives are 
consecrated immediately and directly to sparitual cods. The cere- 
monies for rulers anct for soldiers come at the end of the first part 
of the Pentificule, the one concerned with the benediction or can- 
secration of persons, 

The rite for the benediction and the coronation of a king begins 
itt mtuch the smue wiy as do the ceremonres ar lfely Crders. 4 
prelate, in this case the first in rank among re bishops of the ter- 
ritary, addresses the Metropolitan with the anasuncement thar 
Tioty Mother Church asks that he {the Metropolitan) raise chis 
noble soldier to the royal dignity, The Meiropelican then inquires 
if those who seek this elevation know that the king-elect is werthy 
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and useful for this digiity. Mhe ishepes reply is “Tet uaviniis, et 
cretianns eur esse dizi, et utile Muccigsai: Doers cf ad regimen 
hitfus regi." 

The Catholic Charen is Gals kingdom a: earth. This the one 
sacicry within whieh oan are tu fine the felimwestep ef Clirist. [er 
is the one asseaiily oodereed te and requisite Jur toe acicuniment ot 
thal supernatural erernnl Ere which Oliv [aure? ied die preesire four 
the children af mma, “Phos ait wonkl be alse te its een disine vam 
yussiott Pat were toouserlosik tie auituge sand tie Gneaenee ay a 
temporal rider of a Cathode state. A aiai world gat be bone terial tes 
the people of that state were he ty be other cin “ueelal” ta the 
Church of Ged. Vine welfare feveu the toparal wel heing yr 
the people of that state es de fact aesepiurabie fran the welfiure af 
the Church within it. 

As in the adininistratioi of the serait 
the preliminary iiterrogations are febewed broths cercniwany cf 
the corunation of a king by an instruction given ta the einedscdate 
by the presidiyg prelate. in whe course oF this insivuetion the 
Metropalttan assures the prince thar et) che power die whi, 
kings rule and! legislators judge rightenusiv is frau the ford 
God, and that he himself ynust one cliy reader an areomit lo Gad 
of the peuple comusitted te his care, Vhe praice is tak] that Wo is 
his dnty to five a morally goud Lhe, to wersuip the Toard his ford 
with his whele mind and with a pure heart, te relauin the Christian 
faith and the Catholic religion inviniafe tu die ene, aatd ta deiend 
it with ail his strength against all of those opposed to rt. 
king's business 
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The trstreetion goes qu tu siy that it is the 
“to show reverence to the prelates ad the Chnreh and io the 
other priests,” and in me wey lo imfringe pen the |sherty af the 
Church. Then it cectsres that the reler is viliged ib comsrieure 
to defend widews and orntoins. aml all the peer and the weak 
from oppression, and that he is home tre he bud. genele, ind 
affable to all of these whi aiprouh én. The fs tel aiat lie mist 
rude, not Far his mayvn profit, hut fer die good of the entire pepo: 
lace, andl that de is to exgicet Wis reward, notin dis werk, Int in 


the next. 

Immediately aller tais instruchon is fisher, the cerca 
calls for the candidate to profess “hefrwe Ged ane Ibis angels” 
that, fo the best of his capacity and koowledge, he will keep and 


observe Jaw, justices, aud peace for dhe Church of Gad and the 
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penple subject tc; him. fle promises toat Jie will shaw proper 
aud legittmate honor to the prelates of Cao's Clyrelies cin thst 
he wall respect all that bas been pranted atyl conceded by ether 
rilers to the Churches. He furthermore pledges Gi:tacl 19 respect 
the abbots, the nubles, and the poputace of his hinge, 

In ihe prayer which follows after the candidate's profession, 
the Metrapelitan anc the other Bishops preseut beg God that 
Ihe new king “aay happily win the triumph of desirable victory 
ever the enemies of the cross oF Churist cui} that he nsay put the 
terror of his power upotu them.” Ua the prayer at the anouiting 
of the kang’s right arm, the Metropolitan prays ile the newly 
anointed nay de “sarang, just. tathPal, pravicles), car qestirivy 
ruler oF tis kingdane aud of the Lords people, atid co clefenler 
of the lord's holy (hureb ane of the Cliristivan fod” 

When the royal sword is conferrect upno the newly soneinzesd, 
the Metropolitan begs God to make this ruler que who will fiplit 
for and defemd the Church of God andl its members, and cite whe 
will oppose the enemies of the Christian nane. Ancl, in the uctuat 
ceremony of coronation, the Pontiff prays that “as we arc kiwwn 
to be the pastors and the culers of souls ta inferioniins, you (rhe 
newly crowned riiler) niay be ta extenorifvas a true wurshipper 
of God and a vigeraus defender of God's Church aginst all who 
attack it.” When the king 18 led ta His throne he is rentusled thit 
laix position jn the cathedral, between the place of tle clarivs anil 
that assigned te ite people, means that On Tord, the mediatar 
OF fsod aud of men, bas made him a mediator af the clergy and 
the people. 

In one of the prayers of the Mass, the celebrant nsks God 
that the peeple subject to the newly crowned monsarel uy keep 
to the truth. In the pastcammumion prayer of this Mass, the 
Church begs God that the new ruler may be protected against all 
evils, so that he may enjoy the tranquillity of ecclesiastical peace 
aud, iu the next dite, obtain his eternal reward, 

The tmportant thing about this ceremony is that the king is 
represented as an actual ruler, rather than as 4 mere Heurchead. 
He ts actually charged with the duty of governing fis pesple. 
And, tl is precisely in his capacity as a rhler, exercising all the 
various functions which constitute savercign jurisdiction. that che 
Church expects him te profess the Catholic faith and the Cathetic 
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religion, ta defend the Church, and te assist in preserving gond 


relations between the clergy aod rhe poopte. 

It is to be noted that the king is censiierce! precisely as a ruler 
of a Catholie cemmuniiy., In the urclineniry insisieciun. the 
Metrupetitaai itera. fhe wew aialer thar he ia te issn Cree nity 
firdeles popules fily cesutiissos curais” It 4 
govetnnterit eGule) snc le expecta ter Pune bie ora ds sivaraiey 
enyisager in the: ceremony if the civel suviely Grer waiech it pre- 
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sided were other than ene conmasel Gf mienthers of the trae Chua ct 
af Goel. 

Vhe esseatial potit 3s, 
to which the ceremony of the Portificale Weatanent looks. when 
the people and dhe rolers are mevibers of fli Cuafiatie Chirre’, 
the Church considers it the duty ancl Wee privilege of tie severn 
ment in act precisely as the goverinnent of a Catheolis status te 
protect and to faster the true faith, wat te be re usaistanes br tie 
work of the Church itselr, The afheiat prayer of the Charch cer. 
tatily gives no itication that a state camposed of Catholtes 
would be doing its duty merely hit giving the Charch tle snine 
hherties 11 would accord to sonae sparicas religion. 

Furthermore. we aust reatize that the Paartificate Kenranaa, in 
describing this sacramental, has in vuind what authors denlng 
with the qireston of Church ane state call the ffresre rather than 
the Aypethests. This, in the absolute sense, is whit a state shoald 
he with reference da the Chatrele itself. CHbyiotsly the Chureli docs 
not méan to inply that herechtary menirchy. or, for that matter, 
any other form: of monarchy, is inseparable mam tire cancept of a 
traly Catholic stale. It does. however, imply that a vigorous 
defence and srpport of the Church ca the part of the government 
(whatever form that goverment ov take} is invoived in the 
Wea of a good civil soctety among Catholics. 

Cerlainly there can be vo cloubt that, in any case, all nun are 
meant by Gad ta pirefess the Crrheic firth aim! te lag within 
the fellowship) af the Catholie Church. To deny this paraimeun 
fact would le to ceay the universal apolicability of the merits of 
Jesus Christ Qur Loret, ov ta questimr the ananwversahiv mf Gadd’s 
safvifte will The fact that some me are net tiyored with wer. 
bership in the Church is chjectively an evil, The responsibility 
for making this membership avatalte to all men rests siyitarety 
upon the Catholics themselyes. 


however, that under the cireumistunces 
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Since, then, Our Card's jievitatinn tn teow -hiss wii, idinselt 
within the Cathal: Churel: is extenried co nil pie ciel simed tie 
cereuny described inthe Powfificate Reacts lasks to a situa- 
tian in which the cxizenry of a giver stue is eannletciy Cla lie, 
we may say that this ceremony and the teachines tinpdien ini 
have ted with the thesis jisely. Apart irom speci) gon siscrilians 
weuoch Spring frog Iie FLTC af the troe faut®s or oa lets ui mis- 
sionary spirit on the part of Catholics wirthiti oe wiser isi, the 
good ruler of a properly organized state is lok) apenas one 
who governs justly, who seeks the heneat of the cnisens rather 
than his own pralit fran his condiet ot thie state, seid. a the 
final analysis, ane ww is realistic cools tae faster conl cleferdd 
the dvtire faith aud the trae Church avidnet Hie tarces wineh would 
seck to hinder or ta destroy them. 

Tt is iiterestiog lo ote that the teaclunie of thas Peiadipiedie Re- 
manne on the relation of the Christian state te the Corhohe 
Church is exactly the samme as that contamed im the great seal 
encyclicals which have dealt with this protien. “Phis it wiist mam- 
festhy be caunted among those truths to which che lFely Father re- 
fers in his magnificent eneyelical fJuarant yoneris, when he de- 
clares that “generally what is expounded and tnculcated to Exey- 
clical letiers afreacly for other reasons appertains to Cathahe dre 
icine.” Tr is a teaching clearly and conclasivuly presented by the 
Church in its ordinary and universal mogisteriia, Crmsequently, 
despite the fact that the Charch has issucd nea selena detiution 
on this pornt, Catholic writers and teachers ean dehnitely nur con: 
sider themselves free to state explicitly or ever 12 suguest that a 
civil society composed of mentbers of the trae Church evn act as 
(Sod wills that it should by withholdiny an exploit snl specter 
protession of the Cathohe faith and by refusing an explizit: anc 
specihs: recognition af the Catheli¢ Church. The truth that the 
state, like every other human society. is ehjectively obligated tn 
worship God according to the oue religion Fhe has established anc 
conmpnatded is so abiyviously a part ai Catholic deetring thie mo 
theologian has any exctse te call it iite question. 

Joserer Ciirvorn Fis ras 


The Catholic Cniverstty of lmerica 
Washington, 2. C. 


Answers to Questions 


THE SUPPLEMENTARY CONIFIESSOR 
OF RELTGHOUS WOMEN 


Question: In speaking of the snpplenieitiay confessors ol reli 
ious wormen the Cade states that thes are appoitect tre the Orie 
nary so that the nuns can easily goin them oan partwiuker eases 
without the need of approaching the Orders eel dine. (Coan, 
521,§ 2}. Now, does this mea tliat dha: inibiad step in Gung te 
confession to these priests aast come fre Hie mons laemselves + 
For example, wontci at ba permiussilic for the reeular qoalesscr, If 
he is unable ta fulfil] his weekly apepomntieat for ecrtessten ala 
convent, ic ask one af these slipplumentacy moliéssors ta tike 
hts place ! 

Aaswer: Undoubtedly, the Code supposes that the nus herself 
requests the services of a supplementary canlesser rather than that 
he comes to hear her confession ae Dts own initiative |r at the 
request of the ordinary confessor, Tudeerd, there is some doatuhi 
whether the “particular case” mentioned in the Cade jas reference 
to individual religious only or to the whole carmmuniiv: bat 
Schaefer asserts that by « bro interpretation of the Canon an 
entire canunnunity can ask for Uae services af a sapplementary eqm- 
fessor in the vent of the absence or sickness oF che orcinary erm- 
fessor (Schacfer, De Religfasis [ Rome, 1940], 374), Fle suggests 
this as the best method when the ordinary confessor ia absent. al- 
though he adds that somettues the matter is arranged by the Oredi- 
nary in such wise that when the regular confessny ts npeded, the 
extradrdinary confessor shall iake his place. (fhrd,, $72), 

When the supplemantary confessor comes fer confessions on his 
Own iitintive Gr at the request Of the regular confesser, wathen 
any expresstam of a request Guo tbe part oi the mus, fis action 
woul seem te be venially Hicit., but there wold be no difficulty 
about the validity of the coufessicais. In the words of Cappello: 
“H the ordinary confessor, watheat Wie knowkedge of the Bishop, 
should go away for a week or two, and should sitbstitute une of 
the supplementary confessors in hts place, the confessions would le 
valid, because this latter’s jurisdiction is uot limited, but per se 
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